
 Ras Kisimani  
Eco Lodges and Permaculture Food Forest 

planned at 
Mafia Island Tanzania 

 
 



  

This presentation is about a project that will be divided into two parts: 
 
1. Kisimani Farms; this will be a non-profit organisation. Our aim is to set this up like Zaytuna 

Farms, PRI Australia. 
2.  Ras Kisimani Ecolodge; this lodge will be a for-profit business 
 
These projects will be formed into a symbiotic relationship*.  
 
  

 
 

*Set up your business structure or organizational structure. 
 
A possible structure is a symbiotic relationship between a nonprofit and a for-profit business. A nonprofit is essential for 
certain grant funding and tax exemption purposes. For-profit business may allow you to get funding from investors. 



  

Location 
 
 





Mafia Coconut 

  

Location 
 
 

  

       Location 
 
 



Original Survey 1989 



Project lay-out on original survey 



New proposed lay-out after boundary recovery: 
Green = farm area 

Yellow = Eco–lodge area 



Ras Kisimani beach 



Ras Kisimani Lagoon 



Kisimani Mafia, the “Place of the Well” 



Ras Kisimani Landview 



  

Mafia Island’s 
Accessibility 

 
 



Kilindoni Airport to be renovated and made suitable for 55+ passenger airplanes 

New Kilindoni Jetty to land 
bigger ships 

Situation June 2012 

Boost for tourism 



Renovation  
Mafia Airport 
 October 2012 

Temporary Customs and  
Tax-Free shop 



  

Marine Life 
M.I.M.P 

( Mafia Island Marine Park ) 
 
 



  

Location 
 
 



These whalesharks swim in 
groups right in front of our 

plot 

Hawkesbill Turtles nest 
on our beaches 



  

Location 
 
 



  

History 
 
 



This islamic settlement  
( Kisimani Mafia ) is 

right on our plot 



These coins were partly 
found on our site, and date 
from the 13th century 





This is one of the tree ancient mosks on our plot 



This chart was made 3 years after a cyclone ruined Kisimani Mafia ( 1872 ), the town situated on our site   



  

Accomodation 
Ras Kisimani Eco Lodge 

 
 



http://www.exclusivetents.com/index.htm 

Base tent  
to be customized 
and placed on  
wooden deck 





Proposed semi-permanent tentsite leaves no damage to  
archeological findings, topsoil and vegetation 

I would like this type of 
tents for the accomodation 

of students as well! 

Palm-leave 
 thatched roof 

Mangrove framework 



Twin tent 

Double tent 

Average Mafia windspeed 4m/s gives convenient ventilation 

This is how we would like 
to facilitate our costumers 



Tent view 



Proposed bathroom area 



Proposed accomodations 



Mess tent interior 



Mess tent interior  



Mess tent; view from the outside 



Dining/mess tent 



Mess tent; Dining Area 







  

Permaculture Research Institute 
PRI-Tanzania 

 
 



Permaculture Principles; People Planet Profit 



Dammed Water Harvesting Area from which 
swales will be formed 



Permaculture plot / Food Forest 
“Kisimani Farms” 

Educational Campus and dormitory 
( approx. 15 acres) 

This is the old lay-out 
After boundary recovery the new 

farm area could be approx.  
60 acres ( next pages ) 



New lay-out after boundary recovery: 
Green = Kisimani Farms 

Brown = Ras Kisimani Eco–lodge 







Before 

After 



Permaculture Forest; staff housing implemented 



Jatropha Curcass section; oil for bio fuel  
6 Acres 



Intercropping Section with coconut plantation 



Oil for bio fuel; approx. 3.000 liters/acre  



  

Grid 
 
 



Electric power storage facilities 

http://panasonic.net/eco/zero-co2/store/index.html 



Satellite telecommunications 


